
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION 

Wednesday, October 28, 2020 
5:00 pm 

Council Workroom 
City Hall, One Batavia City Centre, Batavia NY 

 
 

 
AGENDA 

 
 

I. Call to Order 

 
II. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes – July 2020 

 
III. Review of Applications Completeness:  

 
A.  113 Jackson Street 

 
IV. Proposals:  

A.   113 Jackson Street 

1.  Overview of Project 

2.  Open Public Hearing 

3.  Discussion and Action by the Commission 
 

V. Communications Sent and Received: none 
 

VI. Old Business: none 

 
VII. New Business:  

 
VIII. Adjournment:  
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Unofficial Minutes 
Wednesday, July 22, 2020 

5:00 pm 
City Hall, One Batavia City Centre, Batavia New York 

 
Members Present:   Sharon Burkel, Connie Boyd, Ryan Duffy, Alexis Green, and Caroline Hosek. 
Others Present:  Ron Panek – Code Enforcement Officer and Janice Smith – Recording Secretary 
 
 

I. Call to order:  
 The meeting was opened at 5:03 pm by Chairman Sharon Burkel. 

 
 

II. Approval of minutes: 
Motion by:  Connie Boyd  
Motion was made to approve the meeting minutes for January 2020.    
Seconded by: Ryan Duffy   
Vote for:  5 
Abstained:  0 
Vote against: 0 

 
III. Public Hearings:  

A. Batavia Peace Garden 
1. Overview of the Project.  Barb Toal was present to explain the project.  This is the second 

phase to the project which consists of installation of an arbor and a few plantings.  The Peace 
Garden is looking to add to the garden behind the Genesee County Court House and the 
Fire Station.  The arbor would be located on Genesee County property in the Historic 
Overlay District.   The Peace Garden would like to add a pavilion and up to 20 more flags on 
Genesee County property outside the Historic Overlay district in another year or more; after 
money has been raised.   

2. Open Public Hearing.  Public Hearing was opened at 5:08 pm.  Ms. Toal explained that 
the arbor will be made out of steel and will be attached to an 8 ft. x 11 ft. concrete pad.  Mr. 
Panek explained since this is on County property; the City would not regulate any of it.  Ms. 
Burkel stated that the HPC needs to send their recommendation on to the Planning Board.   
 
Ms. Burkel asked where the arbor will be placed in relationship to the gazebo that is already 
located along the path behind the court house.  Ms. Toal answered that the arbor will be 
located a few hundred feet south of the gazebo along the walking path.   
 
Ms. Toal asked if she would have to come back in front of the Commission if anything with 
the application changes because Genesee County would like something different.  Mr. Panek 
explained that since there would be a change, it would be considered a different application, 
and would need to come in front of the commission.   
 
Public Hearing was Closed at 5:17 pm. 
 

3. Action by the Commission.  
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Motion by:  Alexis Green 
Motion was made to approve the project as presented to the Commission.    
Seconded by: Caroline Hosek 
Vote for: 5 
Abstained:  0 
Vote against: 0 

  
 

IV. Communications Sent and Received:    
A. 44 Roosevelt Avenue.  Sharon Johnson was present to ask questions regarding her home.  

Ms. Johnson has a historic property at 44 Roosevelt but there are a few issues regarding the 
brick, mortar pointing, and stucco.  Ms. Johnson called City Hall and asked if she could come 
in front of the board and show pictures and get any advice regarding repairs and grants.  Ms. 
Johnson showed pictures of some of her bricks and how they no longer are secure, how the 
stucco has cracks in it.  Ms. Green recommended that Ms. Johnson looks at where the water is 
hitting the bricks, because of the problems look like it could be splash back and it may be an 
easy fix as in clean out the gutters.  Ms. Burkel recommended to have a professional look at the 
damage.      

B. 4 Mix Place.  Ms. Burkel has received a couple of phone calls regarding this property.  She 
asked the group if anyone had heard if it had sold or was still up for auction.  No one has heard 
anything. 

C. Cell tower on 209 West Main Street - Oliver’s Candies.  Ms. Burkel stated that they 
received a letter regarding HPC opinion of a cell tower to be put on the roof of Oliver’s Candies.  
Ms. Green wrote a letter stating that a cell tower there would not have any adverse effect on any 
Historic Properties in the area.  
 
 

V. Old Business:   
A. GCASA project (review of progress).  The front porch has been rebuilt and looks nice, 

Ms. Burkel said.   
B. Plaque inventory.  Ms. Burkel stated after going around and looking at locations that 

plaques were given to, there are 9 missing and not on display.  Ms. Burkel sent a letter to City 
Manager Mr. Moore and to Mr. Barrett from Genesee County for not having their plaques on 
display.  Ms. Smith notified the Commission that the plaque was found and would be hung up 
as soon as possible.  Genesee County told Ms. Burkel that they would hang up the plaque on 
the Old Sheriff’s office.     

C. Any properties to be designated.  Ms. Burkel reminded the group to continue to see if 
any properties should be designated.   

 
 

VI. New Business:   
A. Webinar Training.  Ms. Burkel completed an online training and sent some information out 

to the rest of the commission.  She stated that this was a good refresher course.  One of the items 
that was discussed was that communities have started changing their policies to include more 
modern materials because some wood is not lasting as it used to.  Ms. Burkel asked if the City 
has any design guidelines to follow, and if not, they may want to think about it.   

B. Review of this year’s budget.  Ms. Smith gave an update stating that because of Covid-19 
state of emergency, budgets had to be reduced.  She gave the commission the new budget. 
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C. 201 East Main Street - GO-ART! window repair.  Ms. Burkel asked Mr. Panek if GO-
ART! has gotten a building permit.  Mr. Panek explained that the window was broken and is 
being repaired in kind.  It doesn’t need a building permit.   

D. 71 Ellicott Avenue - Rowell Mansion window repair.  Ms. Burkel asked what repairs are 
being done at 71 Ellicott Avenue.  Mr. Panek stated that no one had come in for a building 
permit.  He also explained if 71 Ellicott Avenue was doing a repair in kind, a building permit is 
not required.  Mr. Panek stated that he would wait until repairs are done and see if the repairs 
are done in kind.  If they are not, Mr. Panek will pursue it then; otherwise this could be seen as 
harassment.    

 
VII. Adjournment  

The members departed at 6:18 pm. 
    

__________________________ 
 Janice Smith 

Recording Secretary 
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