
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 

 6:00 pm 
Council Board Room 

One Batavia City Centre, Batavia NY 

AGENDA 
 
 
I.  Roll Call 
 
II.  Call to Order 
 
III. Approval of Minutes – 11/17/20 
 
IV. Proposals 
 

Address: 60 Ellicott St. (Pok A Dot) 
Applicant: Mike Hodgins (sign contractor) 
 

Proposal 1: Replace the existing internally illuminated, white background roof sign 
face panels with new, white background, internally illuminated face 
panels identifying the existing business. The signs are located within the 
Central Commercial District / Business Improvement District 

 
  Actions: 1. Review application 
    2. Discussion and action by the board  
             

Address: 301 North St.  
Applicant: Emily Fraser-Branche (owner) 
 

Proposal 2: Recommendation to the Zoning Board of Appeals for approval of a non-
permitted use, food service business (Commit to Well / Eat Well Grill 
meal preparation service) in an existing kitchen / food preparation area of 
this existing multi-use building   

  
  Actions: 1. Review application 
    2. Discussion and action by the board     
         
V. Setting of Next Meeting: February 16, 2021 
 
VI. Adjournment 
 



 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
DRAFT MINUTES 
November 17, 2020  

6:00 pm 
Council Board Room 

One Batavia City Centre, Batavia NY 
 

 
Members present: Matt Gray, Tammy Hathaway, Robert Knipe 
    
Members absent: David Beatty, Edward Flynn, Duane Preston 
    
Others present:   Meg Chilano – Recording Secretary, Doug Randall – Code  

Enforcement Officer 
       
I. Roll Call 
Roll call of the members was conducted.  Three members were present and Acting Chair Matt 
Gray declared a quorum.   

 
II. Call to order 
Mr. Gray called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm. 
 
III.  Previous Meeting Minutes 
There were no corrections to the minutes.  Mr. Gray assumed the motion and the minutes were 
approved as written by unanimous consent.   
RESULT:  Approval of October 20, 2020 meeting minutes.  
 
IV. Proposals 
 

A. Alter the previously approved design of the second floor. The proposal is to relocate the elevator 
originally planned for the interior of the existing building, to a location on the exterior wall of the 
north elevation. This would result in an exterior alteration to a building located within the 
Business Improvement District (BID)   

Address: 45-47 Ellicott Street (Ellicott Place) 
Applicant: V.J. Gautieri Constructors (owner) 

 Actions: 1. Review application  
  2. Discussion and action by the board  
   

1. Review Application  
Mr. Gray read the summary of the proposal.   
 
2. Discussion and Action by the Board 
Mr. Gautieri described the changes from the previously approved project to the new design. 
Originally, the design called for the elevator to be located inside, however, two problems were 
revealed: the elevator would be located a long walk down the entry corridor; and, a small recess 
would be created by the alcove in which the elevator would be located, posing a possible safety 
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issue. He also noted that the stairway would cause structural interference because it would have 
to wrap around the elevator.  
 
Mr. Gautieri pointed out on the new drawing where the elevator will be located, in the 
projection directly above the Save-A-Lot sign. He noted that the elevator will look like just 
another projection design element, and will maintain the same esthetic scheme. Mr. Gautieri 
believes the changed plan will be better for tenants, safer and more esthetically pleasing. 
 
Mr. Knipe asked if there will be a stairway at both ends of the hall, and Mr. Gautieri said yes. 
 
MOTION:  Mr. Knipe moved to approve the proposal; the motion was seconded by Ms. 
Hathaway, and on roll call, was approved 3-0. 
RESULT:  Approval of the application. 

 
B. Recommendation to the Zoning Board of Appeals for an Area Variance to replace four existing 

internally illuminated sign face panels. The signs will be located within the Central Commercial 
District / Business Improvement District     

Address: 45-47 Ellicott Street 
Applicant: Mike Hodgins (sign contractor) 

 Actions: 1. Review application  
  2. Discussion and recommendation to the ZBA  
   

1. Review Application  
Mr. Gray read the summary of the proposal.     
 
2. Discussion and Recommendations 
Mr. Hodgins told the board that the pylon as well as the signs will remain the same size. The 
sign panels are being changed to reflect the store’s updated logo.  
 
Mr. Gray asked about the color of the signs, which is blue. Mr. Hodgins described them as 
translucent with light coming through at night. Mr. Randall reminded the board that the signs 
are consistent with the Comprehensive Plan’s preference for dark background with light letters.  
 
Mr. Knipe asked if Mr. Hodgins had considered a plain sign without interior lighting. Mr. 
Hodgins explained that Save-A-Lot is a national company, which makes its own signs. He is 
the contractor hired to do the permitting and installation. 
 
MOTION:  Mr. Gray moved to recommend approval of the application to the ZBA; the motion 
was seconded by Mr. Knipe, and on roll call, was approved 3-0. 
RESULT:  Approval of the application. 
 

V. Approval of 2021 Meeting Dates 
Mr. Knipe moved to approve the 2021 meeting dates; Ms. Hathaway seconded the motion, 
and all voted aye. 
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VI. Setting of Next Meeting:  December 15, 2020 
 
VII. Adjournment 

Mr. Gray adjourned the meeting at 6:19 p.m. 

 

 __________________________ 
 Meg Chilano 
 Bureau of Inspection Secretary 
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