PLUMBING BOARD
Wednesday, August 12, 2020

8:00 a.m.

One Batavia City Centre
Community Room
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Call to Order

Roll Call

Approval of Minutes 9/18/19
Old Business?

New Business:
e Review of survey results
¢ Plumbing candidate — Stephen Reddy
e Letter of complaint — Peter Garlock

Setting of Next Meeting: December 16, 2020

Adjournment



CITY OF BATAVIA PLUMBING BOARD
Minutes

September 18, 2019, 8:00 a.m.

Public Works Conference Room
One Batavia City Centre, Batavia, NY

Members present: Bill Davis, Douglas Diegelman, Al Rosemark, Matt Worth
Members absent: William Hayes

I. Call to Order
Chairman Rosemark called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m.

IL. Roll Call
Roll call of the members was conducted. Four members were present providing a quorum to
conduct the meeting.

III.  Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting

MOTION: Mr. Worth moved to approve the minutes as written; the motion was seconded by
Mr. Diegelman. All voted in favor.

RESULT: Approval of March 20, 2019 meeting minutes.

1Vv. Old Business: none

V. New Business: Review of Qualifications for Plumbing Exam — Jonathan Hlavaty
Mr. Worth noted that the application had been received in June, after the cut-off date for the
September exam. He reported that Mr. Ficarella performed the background check and verified
that Mr. Hlavaty is licensed in the City of North Tonawanda and the City of Buffalo. Mr.
Worth added that Mr. Hlavaty also runs his own plumbing business.

Based on the qualification in the City of Batavia plumbing rules which states that the candidate
must be a master plumber who holds a certificate of competency which was obtained by
successfully passing a written exam given by another plumbing board in another city in the
state, Mr. Hlavaty meets the qualifications to take the exam in the City of Batavia.

MOTION: Mr. Worth moved to approve John Hlavaty to sit for the plumbing exam for the
City of Batavia; the motion was seconded by Mr. Davis. All voted in favor.

RESULT: Approval for John Hlavaty to take the plumbing exam.

Following discussion, the board decided that at the next meeting they will consider setting up a
review of plumbing materials.

VI.  Setting of Next Meeting: December 18, 2019

VII. Adjournment
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Mr. Diegelman moved to adjourn; Mr. Davis seconded the motion. All voted in favor. Meeting
adjourned at 8:16 a.m.

Meg Chilano
Recording Secretary



ReluyHs City of Batavia

Tolal: 18 Surveye  Survey

The Plumbing Board has received several applications for taking the Plumbing Exam where the
experience is verified by a licensed plumber, but there is not payroll documentation. These instances
are often the result of a relative who has worked in a small family owned plumbing business, but not
necessarily having been a documented employee.

Should the City of Batavia Plumbing Board accept a signed verification from a Licensed Plumber
without documented employment records?

/ Yes, the signed affirmation by the Licensed Plumber is sufficient

! No, documentation of paid employment should be required by all applicants.

Many plumbing businesses, both large and small, offer HVAC service. A review of the City of
Rochester plumbing regulations allows for HVAC experience to count towards an applicant’s
experience in taking the plumbing exam.

Should the City of Batavia Plumbing Board consider HVAC experience towards meeting the
requirements to take the plumbing exam?

LI[ Yes, HVAC work is an acceptable form of experience to count, towards taking the
plumbing exam.
f L No, HVAC work should not be considered as an acceptable experience for taking the
plumbing exam.
Additional Comments, ]ﬁmgcstlm Material Recommendations:
See g0 lhy
Department of Public Works Phone: 585-345-6325
One Batavia City Centre Fax: 585-343-1385

Batavia, New York 14020 www.batavianewyork.com



Survey

Additional Comments / Suggestions / Material Recommendations:

I think that a limited amount of experience is applicable but not adequate for a plumbing test.
Perhaps a limited license for HVAC work for water heaters, boilers, condensate traps, etc. would
be a good solution.

HVAC work and plumbing work have become very different over the years. Many companies
specialize in one or another, normally it is not both.

HVAC has nothing to do with knowing the plumbing rules and regulations, because someone
who can solder a fitting is not a plumber.

Sad to see the use of PEX being introduced to the trade. It’s like plumbing a building with a
garden hose.

HVAC is covered in International Building Code 2015 and International Mechanical Code 2015,
not International Plumbing Code 2015. | have seen major mistakes made by a heating contractor
even installing a hot water heater. Keep plumbers doing plumbing.

Up to one year by licensed plumber. Documented after.

HVAC and plumbing are two different trades. Just because somebody has HVAC experience
does not mean they know anything about plumbing.

HVAC has nothing to do with plumbing. Allow plumbers to install building traps on sewer
mains to prevent all the different deadly gasses from entering a building. When they’re removed
to replace a sewer, they won’t let you put them back in.

Some form of proof needs to be provided.
The plumbing industry and regulations are set forth to protect the citizens. For far too long it has

not been taken seriously enough. Stick to following the law and don’t allow this nonsense to
continue.



City of Batavia

Memorandum

To: City of Batavia Plumbing Board

From: Bill Davis, Superintendent Water and Wastewater
Date: June 2, 2020

Subject: Stephen Reddy Application

I have reviewed Mr. Reddy’s credentials, he holds fifteen current Plumbing
Licenses in surrounding cities and towns. I belicve Mr. Reddy meets and exceeds the minimum
requirements to sit for the City of Batavia Plumbing Exam.

Bureau of Water & Wastewater Phone: 585-345-6315
One Batavia City Centre Fax: 585-345-1385
Batavia, New York 14020 www.batavianewyork.com




APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY FROM THE EXAMINING &
SUPERVISING BOARD OF PLUMBERS AND PLUMBING

CITY OF BATAVIA

Recelved

JUN 01 2020

City of Batavia
Inspection Bureau

One Batavia City Centre
Batavia, NY 14020
Phone: (585) 345-6345
Fax: (5685) 345-1385

This application is part of your Examination. Answer all questions fully and carefully in ink or on
typewriter. Attach additional sheets necessary in order to give complete and detailed information.

Social Security No. ©S7-76-/13/€ Citizen of U.S. D
yes  no
Full Name __2€00Y ot erd “
Last Name First Name Initial
68 SIHEENEY Cour7 NOLI Fouw Al AN OA NY /7 20
Street Address City State Zip Code
PhoneNo. 776 -998-//5% Date of Birth B-/0 £

LIST BELOW THE NAMES OF TWO (2) REPUTABLE PERSONS WHO MAY ATTEST TO YOUR
CHARACTER:

Name Address

Name Address

I'have been engaged in the trade, business or calling of a plumber for the period of 4§ years or |
have served years apprenticeship at plumbing. | believe | am competent to carry on the said
trade, business calling of a plumber.

P G , ) /ﬁ/é Lee,
) = 7 L
P N g ‘PLUU\mbg/\ & Mech Rirafe
Receive from i Q/V) 8@ )d the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars ($150) as a fee for
examination before the Board of Exarkinrs of Plumber and Plumbin

PAID el (Cndln o
JUN =2 2020 Secretary

CITY OF BATAVIA
CLERK-TREASURER |




Master Plumber Licenses
Ambherst, Town of
Buffalo, City of
Cheektowaga, Town of
Clarence, Town of

Evans, Town of

Grand Island, Town of
Hamburg, Town of

Ithica, City of
Lackawanna, City of
Lockport, City of

Niagara Falls, City of
North Tonawanda, City of
Tonawanda, City of
Tonawanda, Town of
Wheatfield, Town of
Mechanical / Heating Licenses
Buffalo, City of

Niagara Falls, City of

Copies attached of municipalities that provide documentation.



EaL

%

\
e

2y
\

A
)




ot the
City of Buffalo

umm. examined

Has been’ é? registered in %m office of the
Board of w?swma. ‘%, 4










HQE:. eq Evans
Master Plumber

Stephen L. Reddy

D/B/A 25@85 Plumbing & Mechanical Inc
| 68 Sweeney Court
“ North Tonawanda NY 14120

This is to certify that Stephen L. Reddy D/B/A Niagara Plumbing & Mechanical Inc.
having met all the a@@ﬁw@ﬂ@bﬁ of the Laws and Regulations of the Building Code of the Plumbing
Board of the Town of Evans is duly licensed to engage in the business of Plumbing and Drainage in

the Town of Evans, Erie County, New York outside the corporate limits of the Village of Angola
E_E UoomE,_uma .fﬁ 2020.

License No. 2020 #28 ||
Fee: $45.00 |}

c EE_HE Nu&mﬁn \ﬂn A.oib onw \ Issued: January 22, 2020




TOWN OF HAMBURG

5-6100 SOUTH PARK AVENUE « HAMBURG, NEW YORK 14075 + (716) 649-6111 Ext. 210 » FAX: (716) 646-1967

Supervisor of Bullding Inspectors

KURT ALLEN
BUILDING INSPECTION DEPT.
KATHLEEN DANYLUK
Office Administrator
TRACEY HAFFNER
Senior Clerk
RICHARD T. CONNELL
Date: December 2, 1997 Building Inspector
WALTER W. BRATEK
To: Stephen Reddy JAMES EBERHARDT
DON SICKAU
Assistant Building tnspect
From: Tracey stant Bullding inspectors
Building Inspection Secretaries
Re: Master Plumber License

You have passed the Master Plumber Exam. Please be advised that
you MUST appear in the Building Inspection Office with the
following information by January 30, 1998 or you will have to
retake the exam.

1. $50.00 License fee payable to the Town Clerk
of Hamburg.

2. Insurance Certificate WITH YOUR NAME ON IT.

a) Contractors property liability $50,000.
b) Contractors personal liability $300,000.

3. An I.D. size Photo of yourself.

If you have any questions regarding this matter please contact me
at (716) 649-6111, ext. 211.

“It's Great Living in Hamburg... The Toun That Friendship Built”
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PLUMBERS  CERTIFICATE  OF  COMPpETEycy

Ne 80

This is to Certify

THAT STEPHEN REDDY

of the Town of Wheatfield, New York has passed a satisfactory examination
before the Examining Board of Plumbers, of the Town of Wheatfield, New York,
and has been by it determined to be qualified for conducting the business as

employing or master plumber,

ROTO-ROOTER SERVICES CO

IN WITNESS WHEREOF,

the EXAMINING BOARD OF PLUMBERS,
of the Town of Wheatfield, New York has
caused this certificate to be issued, and
to be signed by its President and Secretary

Dated, s _1 y of _Dec. 1998

\‘Fa sident

L
\ Lroana \&.&F Secretatry
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J. PETER GARLOCK AR 13 2020

City of Batavia
Inspection Bureay

67 Ellicott Avenue---Batavia, New York 14020

March 4, 2020

City Plumbing Board

City Hall

Main Street

Batavia, New York 14020

To whom it may concern:

I would like to register a complaint against one of our licensed plumbers. | had hired Larry Toal to
replace a faucet in my 2" floor bathroom. The faucet is fine, however he took it upon his self to snake
out the sink drain. The pipe is old and he went thru the drain pipe leaving the drain to leach out
between the two walls. He is very well aware of it as | called him to come back to do the repair many
many times. Finally he just refused to do the work and | was left to find someone else to do the work. |
have asked him to pay me back the $226.80 for the repair work to no avail.

Additionally, | had hired Larry to install a shower head in a bathtub in the same bathroom. l ended up
with a good sized leak that ended up leaving a terrible mess in the room below. My insurance carrier
paid me $2695.00 less my $1000.00 deductable to do those repairs, A new plumber charged me
$201.52 to repair the damage he caused. The total amounts to $1428.32 and | again have asked Larry for
reimbursement without a result.

I am hoping you can help me with this before | end up in small claims court and most likely hiring
someone to collect the money.

ﬁe truly vours,

J Peter Garlock
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