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     A trolley line was built in Batavia in the first decade of the 20th century.  It was constructed by the Buffalo and Williamsville Electric Railroad Company and was planned to be part of a line running from Buffalo to Rochester.  However, only the two-and-half miles from Clinton Street along East Main, Main, and West Main to Lewiston Road were ever completed.

     Work on the trolley line began in August of 1902.  A power station was built on Clinton Street roughly opposite where East Avenue now intersects.  A single track was constructed along East Main Street from Clinton to near Bank Street.  Then a double track was laid from there along Main Street before becoming a single track again along West Main Street.  The purpose of the double track was to allow the trolley cars of the system to pass each other while running in opposite directions.
     The trolley line began running with great fanfare in September of 1903.  Most of the Village Aldermen (the equivalent of today’s Councilmen) showed up for a ride.  Despite Batavia’s population being less than 11,000 at that time, reportedly there were 16,500 riders in the first four days.
     Not everyone was happy to see the arrival of trolleys.  Some of the residents on East Main Street, then Batavia’s most fashionable address, were particularly upset.  At least one filed an unsuccessful law suit seeking to stop the trolley line’s construction.  Another, the illustrious Trumbull Cary, one of Batavia’s most prominent citizens, on one occasion blocked the tracks with hunks of wood and on another occasion pulled down a trolley car’s connection to the overhead power line, got into a fight with the conductor, and pulled a gun in his unsuccessful efforts to stop the trolley line’s operation.

     The trolley line was also the target of pranks by Batavia’s younger set looking for excitement.  One popular amusement involved placing fireworks on the tracks that then exploded when run over by trolley wheels.  Bottle rockets that shot off in the direction of nearby houses were said to be especially dramatic.
     By 1913, the Buffalo and Williamsville Electric Railroad Company still had not resurfaced some sections of the streets that had been disturbed by construction of the tracks.  When it was pressured to finish the work, the company indicated that it might instead close down the line.  This threat prompted several local men to eventually form a new company, the Batavia Traction Company; and in 1915 it took over operations.

     At first, the picture looked bright.  For example, in 1916, 300,000 riders paid trolley fares.  However, the new owners did not invest in necessary maintenance and over the next decade, the trolley line deteriorated rather severely.  By 1926, the equipment frequently broke down and apparently there was no longer even a pretense of operating on a schedule.  Finally, in June of 1927, the trolley line ceased operation altogether.

     Although no longer used, the tracks remained in place for many years, a reminder of what once was.  One of the trolley cars apparently wound up at the West Main Street Road location where Johnson Automotive is now situated.  It functioned as a building, first serving as a home and later as an antique shop.  Eventually, this car was acquired by the New York Museum of Transportation in Rush, New York where it can be seen today.

     According to a story that surfaces periodically, when Urban Renewal crews tore down “Grandma’s Attic,” a store located at the then intersection of Walnut and West Main streets, a second trolley car was found in the basement.  However, this tale appears to be just an urban legend with a particular Batavia twist.

     In the view of some, the doom of Batavia’s trolley line was an inevitable product of the same development that sounded the death knell for boating on the Tonawanda—the invention and popularity of the automobile.   Even if the line had been properly maintained, it probably would have eventually succumbed to a loss of riders.  Still, wouldn’t it be fun, here in the 21st century, to take a trolley ride through town?   
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