Facts of Interest

Regarding City Councils and City

Council Members

2009

1. From 1958 up to and including 2008, Republicans have served as President 37 out of 51 times.  The exceptions, when Democrats served as President, have been in the following years:

1975, 1976, 1977, 1978, 1979, 1980, and 1981

1990, 1991, 1992, and 1993

2002, 2003, and 2008

2. From 1958 up to and including 2008, Republicans have had a majority on City Council 41 out of 51 times.  The exceptions, when Democrats had a majority, have been in the following years:
1976, 1977, 1978, 1979, 1980, and 1981

1992 and 1993

2001 and 2002

3. From 1958 through 2007, appointments have been made 36 times to fill vacancies on Council.  Thirty of these vacancies involved Republicans, five involved Democrats, and one a Conservative.  The vast majority were made by unanimous vote.  No nomination has ever been rejected.

4. The two longest serving Council members appear to be Benny Potrzebowski who served 24 years.  The second longest is Rose Mary Christian who is currently beginning her 17th year.  Both have been residents of Ward 6.

5. From 1958 up to and including 2008, three Council members have been preceded by relatives:

James C. Holvey, Jr. preceded by his father, James C. Holvey, Sr.

Tim Buckley, preceded by his father, J. Robert Buckley

Kathleen Briggs, preceded by her father-in-law, Walter S. Briggs

6 At least four Council members have changed political parties while on Council: 

Kathleen Briggs—Republican to Democrat in 2000
Andrew Lista—Republican to Democrat in 2000
Henry Moscicki—Republican to Democrat in 2000
Tim Buckley—Democrat to Republican in 2007   
