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City of Batavia 

Memorandum 
 
To: Plumbing Board  
 
From: Meg  
 
Date: 9/1/23  
 
Subject: Michael Diebold’s application 
 
Michael Diebold’s application has been included in the packet, however, despite several reminders, he 
has not paid the fee yet. 
 
I included the application so that you would have a chance to review it before the meeting However, 
should he fail to pay the fee prior to the meeting, I will remove his application from the agenda. 
 
Regards, 
 
Meg  
 
 
 



PLUMBING BOARD 
Wednesday, September 20, 2023 

8:00 a.m. 
One Batavia City Centre 
DPW Conference Room 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

II. Roll Call 
 
III. Approval of Minutes 6/21/23 
  
IV. New Business: 

 
Plumbing Candidates 
 

• Thomas Fendrick 
• Michael Diebold (depends on payment of application fee) 

 
V. Setting of Next Meeting: 12/13/23 or 12/20/23? 

  
VI. Adjournment 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CITY OF BATAVIA PLUMBING BOARD  
Minutes 

June 21, 2023, 8:00 a.m. 
One Batavia City Centre, Batavia, NY 

DPW Conference Room 
 

 
Members present:   Doug Diegelman, Brett Frank, Bill Hayes, Tom Phelps, Ryan Toal 
 
Members absent: none 
 
Others present: Zach Alwardt, Doug Randall  
 
I. Call to Order 
Chair Doug Diegelman called the meeting to order at 8:04 a.m. 
 
II. Roll Call 
Roll call of the members was conducted.  Five members were present providing a quorum to 
conduct the meeting. 

 
III. Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting 
MOTION:  Mr. Hayes moved to approve the minutes as written; Mr. Phelps seconded the 
motion.  All voted in favor. 
RESULT:  Approval of March 15, 2023 meeting minutes. 
 
IV. New Business 

A. Plumbing Applicants:  Kevin Fawcett, Martin Brown, Todd Russo 
The applicants had shown proof of licenses from other municipalities, and the board 
agreed that all were qualified to take the City of Batavia plumbing exam.  
MOTION:  Mr. Phelps moved to approve the three candidates to take the City of 
Batavia licensed plumber exam; Mr. Hayes seconded the motion.  All voted in favor. 
RESULT:  Applicants approved to take the plumbing exam. 
 

B. Boiler Installation 
Mr. Randall noted that the installation of boilers is likely to fall within the scope of a 
mechanical contractor; however, the boiler is connected to the water system. He asked 
the board to consider the question of whether or not a licensed plumber should be 
required to make the connection to the water system.  
 
The board discussed various scenarios, such as, a repair to a boiler or replacement in 
kind, a new boiler with a new connection, and a boiler that needs a backflow prevention 
device installed.  
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The board also discussed what mechanism would hold a mechanical contractor 
accountable for using a plumber and what would be the plumber’s incentive to inspect a 
connection he had not installed. 
 
It was agreed that they would leave the system as it is and not make any changes 
presently.   
 

C. Sleeving Lines 
Mr. Alwardt related information to the board, which he had recently learned in his 
capacity as Certified Floodplain Manager-in-training. He told them that any sewer 
replacement in the SFHA (Special Flood Hazard Area) requires a backwater valve.  
 

D. Street Opening Permits 
Mr. Alwardt alerted the board to the issues the office has been experiencing with 
contractors and street opening permits. Some of the excavation performed in the City 
ROW has not been completed properly and sidewalks are left unrepaired or damaged. 
The City will instituting a more stringent inspection process so that if the infrastructure 
is not repaired after a specified period, the City will be able to collect on the bond.  
 
Mr. Alwardt said that the board does not need to get involved, but he recommended that 
the plumbers be aware that there have been some problems and to follow up with jobs 
where excavation has been performed. 
 

E. Photo IDs 
Mr. Diegelman suggested the board consider adding photo IDs to the plumbing licenses. 
Mr. Phelps said that he would ask the City Attorney about the legal issues involved.  

 
V. Adjournment 
Mr. Phelps moved to adjourn; Mr. Hayes seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Meeting 
adjourned at 8:51 a.m. 
 

      

 __________________________ 
 Meg Chilano 
 Recording Secretary 
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