
PLUMBING BOARD 
Wednesday, January 18, 2023 

8:00 a.m. 
One Batavia City Centre 
DPW Conference Room 

AGENDA 

I. Call to Order

II. Roll Call:

Brett Frank
Doug Diegelman
Bill Hayes
Ryan Toal

III. Approval of Minutes 3/16/22

IV. New Business:

A. Chair?

B. Review of Qualifications for Plumbing Exam

• Brian Mason
• Jeremiah Harris

V. Adjournment



 

CITY OF BATAVIA PLUMBING BOARD  
Minutes 

March 16, 2022, 8:00 a.m. 
One Batavia City Centre, Batavia, NY 

DPW Conference Room 
 

Members present:    Bill Davis, Doug Diegelman, Mike Ficarella, Brett Frank, Bill Hayes,  
Al Rosemark 

 
Members absent:  
 
I. Call to Order 
Chair Al Rosemark called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. 
 
II. Roll Call 
Roll call of the members was conducted.  Four members were present providing a quorum to 
conduct the meeting. 

 
III. Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting 
MOTION:  Mr. Diegelman moved to approve the minutes as written; Mr. Hayes seconded the 
motion.  All voted in favor. 
RESULT:  Approval of December 9, 2021 meeting minutes. 
 
IV. New Business 

New Plumbers: Jovica Kovacevic, Brian Somers, Todd Town 
Certificates of Competency had been filled out for all three new master plumbers, as 
well as, License numbers assigned and certificates created. As Chair, Mr. Rosemark 
signed the licenses, while the entire board signed the Certificates of Competency. The 
next step is for the signs that will hang outside their places of business to be made. 
 
The board agreed that they would like to meet the new plumbers. While the plumbers 
cannot be forced to attend meetings, it was decided to suggest to them that they pick up 
their signs on the day of the next plumbing meeting, affording the board an opportunity 
to meet them.  
 

V. Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 8:39 a.m. 

      

 __________________________ 
 Meg Chilano 
 Recording Secretary 
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CITY OF BATAVIA 
 
 
 
 

1 Batavia City Centre 
Batavia, NY 14020 

(585) 345-6345 
FAX: (585) 345-1385 

 
 
September 27, 2019 
 
 
TO:  All City of Batavia Licensed Plumbers 
 
FROM: City of Batavia 
 
SUBJECT: Plumbing Regulations 
 
 
Below is a listing of State, Local Laws and Regulations which pertain directly to Licensed Plumbers within the 
City of Batavia. 
 
- New York State General City Law, Chapter 21, Article 4 of the Executive Law, Paragraphs 40-47, Volume 

15B of Consolidated Laws Service.  This is the basic State Law providing for licensing of plumbers within 
certain cities of the State. 

 
- City charter, Chapter 8, defines responsibilities for sewer and water lines. 
 
- City Ordinance Plumbing Standards, Article VI of Building Code Enforcement, Chapter 26, requires 

licensed plumbers on private property within buildings.   
 

The exception is for homeowners who wish to perform plumbing within their dwellings as detailed in 26.62 
Paragraph F. 

 
- City Ordinance Demolition work – Chapter 26, Article VII 
 
- City Ordinance Water Service – Chapter 45 has been rewritten and currently is under review by City 

Council.  It will include backflow prevention on certain water services. 
 
- City Ordinance Sanitary Sewers – C 
 
- Chapter 46 includes pretreatment and regulations for storm and sanitary sewer systems. 
 
- All plumbing work must conform to New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code 

Requirements.  This code allows some discretion to the local Plumbing Board and some interpretations for 
the Local Code Enforcement Officer. 
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Below are City of Batavia Plumbing Board Local Rules and Regulation adopted by the Board.  These Rules and 
Regulations are not intended to conflict with any State, Federal, or Local Laws or Requirements. 
 
The Board of Plumbing Examiners was formed for the purpose of ensuring that all persons engaging in the 
business of providing plumbing services for fee be competent craftsmen and that all such services be performed 
in accordance with accepted standards, applicable laws of the State of New York, and the Municipal Code of 
the City of Batavia. 
 
All Rules and Regulation of the Board of Plumbing Examiner’s hereinafter called “The Board” shall comply 
with the City of Batavia Municipal Code and with Article 4 of the General City Law, and all rules and 
Regulations applicable to plumbing contained in the City of Batavia Municipal Code or in the General City Law 
are hereby adopted as Rules and Regulations of the Board of Plumbing Examiners. 
 
Certificate of Registration:   Upon payment of a fee, the Plumbing Inspector shall issue a Certificate of 
Registration to any person holding a valid Certificate of Competency, 
 
Licensed Plumber Sign:  Upon payment of a fee, the Plumbing Inspector shall issue to any holder of a valid 
Certificate of Registration, a metal sign in accordance with Article 4, Section 45b of the General City Law.  
This sign shall be valid for so long as the plumber shall hold a valid Certificate of Registration, and shall be 
surrendered to the Plumbing Inspector within ten (10) days of either the expiration or the revocation of the 
Certificate of Registration. 
 
Suspension:  A licensed plumber whose license has been suspended by the Board shall, within forty-eight (48) 
hours of such suspension order, surrender both his/her Certificate of Registration and his/her “Licensed 
Plumber” sign to the Plumbing Inspector.  Both the Certificate of Registration and the sign will be returned 
without charge when and if the suspension is lifted by the Board. 
 
Revocation:  A licensed plumber whose license has been revoked by the Board shall surrender his/her 
Certificate of Competency, Certificate of Registration, and “Licensed Plumber” sign to the Plumbing Inspector 
within twenty-four (24) hours of the time that his licensed was revoked.  When and if such revocation is 
rescinded by the Board, a new license must be obtained in accordance with above paragraph to include a new 
application, qualification by examination before the Board, and payment of all applicable fees.  In no case shall 
a license be revoked for a period of less than thirty (30) days. 
 
 
APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY 
 
(a).  Application for a Certificate of competency will be received at the office of the Plumbing Inspector during 
normal working hours.  Such application shall be filed on the form to be provided by the Plumbing Inspector, 
and shall be accompanied by the fee as required by law. (Applications shall be received no later than 
December 1 for the February exam, and July 1 for the September exam.) 
 
(b).  Upon approval of the Application, the applicant shall submit to a written examination which is generally 
given in February and September.  The qualifications required for approval of an Application for a Certificate of 
Competency are: 
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1. Must be Master Plumber holding a Certificate of Competency which was obtained by passing a 
written exam given by another Plumbing Board from another City in New York State; or, 

 
2. Four (4) years working for a Master Plumber holding a Certificate of Competency which was 

obtained by passing a written exam given by a Plumbing Board; or, 
 

3. Combination of working for two (2) years for a Master Plumber holding a Certificate of 
Competency which was obtained by passing a written exam given by a Plumbing Board and 
successful completion of two (2) semesters of an approved trade school; or, 

 
4. The Board shall waive the requirements prescribed in the foregoing paragraphs provided that the 

applicant’s training and experience is substantially equivalent to such qualifications. 
 

Substantial Equivalence shall be: 
 
a. A person not working for a Master Plumber but has been working in the plumbing trade with 

“hands on” experience for eight (8) years; or, 
 
b. A combination of all working experience and education, if any, shall be considered by the 

Board to be equal to a total of eight (8) years experience. 
 

c. For paragraphs 2 and 3 and subparagraphs (a) and (b) above, one (1) year’s experience shall 
be equivalent to 1,000 hours of working. 

 
It shall be the applicant’s obligation to provide written documentation of proof of experience and education. 
 
The Board shall refuse to approve an application from any person who at the time of the same may be 
unlawfully engaged in the business as a Master or Employing Plumber, or who has been convicted of such 
unlawful engagement within a two (2) year period prior to such application. 
 
Applicants will be screened by City personnel to verify experience and qualifications prior to the application 
being presented to the Board for approval.  If the applicant is qualified, s/he will be scheduled for the 
examination.  The written examination shall be one given and corrected by a private testing agency previously 
approved by the Board.  A score of 70% shall be deemed as passing.   
 
When an applicant fails to qualify for a Certificate of Competency, s/he may not submit a new application for a 
period of one (1) month from the date of such finding.  If after the second plumbing test failure in one (1) year, 
there will be a period of one (1) year from the date of the second test failure before another application can be 
submitted to the Plumbing Board. 
 
 
QUORUM 
 
No Examining Board of Plumbers shall be conducted with less than three (3) members present. 
 
Three (3) affirmative votes shall be required to carry any motion before the Board. 
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AGENDA 
 
A written agenda shall be prepared by the Secretary and distributed to the membership five (5) days before any 
regularly scheduled meeting.  Any member may have an item placed on the agenda by submitting a written 
request to the Secretary within fifteen (15) days of the meeting. 
 
Old Business shall receive first priority at any scheduled meeting.  New business items on the agenda shall 
receive priority over discussion of any item not on the agenda. 
 
 
MINUTES 
 
Minutes of all meetings shall be prepared and distributed by the Secretary within ten (10) days of any meeting.  
Distribution of these minutes shall be to the membership and to any other individuals so designated by the City 
Administrator. 
 
    _________________________________ 
 
 
Below are specific items concerning the plumbing trade approved by the City of Batavia Examining Board of 
Plumbers. 
 
P-1 – all water lines inside buildings must meet the specification of the Plumbing Code of New York State, 
except that no galvanized water pipe shall be allowed.  Water piping 4” or larger in diameter may be copper, 
Class 52 Ductile or cast iron and 200 PSI poly piping, copper tube size and approved fittings up to and 
including 24” NPS in size with an approved tracer wire. 
 
P-2 – All water service pipes outside building must meet the specifications of the Plumbing Code of New York 
State and must be at least ¾” in diameter.  No galvanized pipes allowed. 
 
P-3 – Sanitary Sewers and Storm Sewers – Underground, Aboveground, Inside or Outside Class 52 Ductile 
Iron, Service Weight Cast Iron, Schedule 40 PVC or SDR21 PVC.  Concrete Pipe Class III or heavier 
depending on loading conditions may be used for 12’ or larger diameter storm sewers.  ADS N-12 smooth bore 
polyethylene pipe may be used for storm sewers outside of building on private property.  No galvanized pipes 
allowed.   
 
P-4 – Fernco couplings may be used on repair work on existing conditions and only above ground. 
 
P-5 – Fernco couplings with stainless jackets may be used underground. 
 
P-6 – Cleanouts shall be placed as close as possible top the curb box, near the curb line, between the property 
line and the curb line.  Such cleanouts should be recessed below finished grade and have a cast iron cap to allow 
locating with a magnetic dip needle. 
 
P-7 – Rockford Grease Separators or equal will be accepted for proper installation for grease interception, 
including restaurants. 
 
    ________________________________ 
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I-1 – Drains under dumpsters must be piped in a similar manner but the drainage area must be limited to the 
immediate dumpster pad.  Floor drains to be connected to the sanitary sewer. 
 
I-2 – No part of the work of any plumbing or drainage shall be covered or concealed in any way until it has 
been inspected by the Plumbing Inspector.  All piping used for plumbing and drainage must be water, smoke or 
peppermint tested prior to being covered or concealed.  Final inspection is required when all work is complete 
and fixtures are set.  Notice must be sent to the Plumbing Inspector when the work is sufficiently advanced for 
inspection and he or she shall inspect the work within twenty-four (24) hours after being notified. 
 
 

APPROVED BY PLUMBING BOARD OCTOBER 26, 2011 
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