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The Nineteenth Decade 

 

Overview 

 

     After 25 years in which major changes had occurred in the community, this decade was 

marked with relatively less significant change.  It was almost as if Batavians were taking a deep 

breath before moving on.  The single big issue appears to have been what to do about replacing 

the ill-fated sewage treatment plant on South Main Street. 

 

     Continuing a trend that had started two decades earlier, the City again lost population.  By 

1990, the number of residents was down to 16,310 (“Genesee County Information,” Richmond 

Memorial Library, online, accessed 3 January 2014), a loss of 393 since 1980. 

 

1: Infrastructure 

 

     In 1983, The Association for Retarded Citizens (ARC) received a contract for garbage and 

trash collection in Batavia (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 12 July 1983).  It would continue to 

hold contracts for this service for nearly 20 years. 

 

     After significant repairs on at least two earlier occasions, in 1986 the County decided to 

replace the South Lyon Street bridge.  The replacement was a Bailey bridge, purchased from a 

company in Latham, New York.  Bailey bridges are truss-type structures developed by the 

British in World War II.  The new bridge was predicted to last between 20 and 40 years.  (The 

Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 9 October 1986)  The new one-lane structure was opened to traffic in 

January of 1987 and was expected to serve an average of 2,000 vehicles per day (The Daily 

News, Batavia, N.Y., 5 January 1987) 

 

     The Walnut Street bridge had been closed to vehicular traffic for nearly 15 years when a 

decision was made to replace it with a pedestrian bridge.  In July of 1989, the County Highway 

Department installed a bridge built of Bongossi wood, a wood from Africa that is particularly rot 

resistant.  The new bridge was placed on the foundation of the former bridge.  (Ruth M. 

McEvoy, History of the City of Batavia [Batavia, N.Y.: Hodgins Printing Co., 1993] p. 13) 

 

     The frequently changing policy in regards to sidewalks made the news again in February of 

1989.  The Daily News reported that City Council was holding a hearing on a proposal for the 
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City to pay 80% of the cost of sidewalks with property owners paying the balance.  (The Daily 

News, Batavia, N.Y., 14 February 1989).  It appears that the proposal was adopted after the 

hearing. 

 

     Recall that the sewage plant that was built in the mid-1960s on South Main Street quickly 

proved to be inadequate.  The appropriate location and design for a replacement facility 

became an issue that generated great controversy.  At issue were such concerns as the possible 

loss of farmland, threats to wildlife habitat, and odors that might be generated by the plant.   

However, the matter was resolved when, in March of 1988, the City awarded a contract for a 

sewage treatment plant south of the Industrial Park on Pearl Street.  The design called for 

holding ponds placed on a 250-acre tract of farm land.  (Ruth M. McEvoy, History of the City of 

Batavia [Batavia, N.Y.: Hodgins Printing Co., 1993] p. 9)  The new plant began operating in July 

of 1990 (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 10 July 1990). 

 

2: Transportation 

 

     When the New York Central Railroad tracks were moved in the 1950s, the Railroad’s old 

downtown passenger station was razed and a new station was built on Lehigh Avenue.  Readers 

will recall from earlier chapters that passenger service to and from Batavia gradually faded 

away before finally ending about 1970.  In 1987, the platform area of the Lehigh station was 

torn down (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 7 February 1987). 

 

3: Housing 

 

     After two decades of major expansion in apartment housing, housing for the elderly, and 

low-income housing, the developments of this decade were relatively modest.  The high-rise for 

the elderly at the corner of Washington Avenue and State Street, begun in 1980, was 

completed in late 1981 (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 14 May 1981).  Residents began moving 

into the 131-unit complex, named “Washington Towers,” in 1982  (Ruth M. McEvoy, History of 

the City of Batavia [Batavia, N.Y.: Hodgins Printing Co., 1993] p. 131). 

 

     The other development of note occurred in 1990.  At that time, St. Jerome Hospital prepared 

to raze the former Kate Fisher McCool mansion at 427 East Main Street, a building that most 

recently had served as a Christian Science Church.   Plans called for the construction of up-scale 

housing for the elderly.  (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 16 March 1990).   Preservationists were 

again unhappy as another of the mansions that had once graced East Main Street was about to 

disappear. 
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4: Energy sources 

 

     In 1982, the street lights in Batavia were being converted from mercury vapor to sodium 

lights.  The switch conserved energy.  The 400-watt mercury vapor lights were replaced by 

sodium lights drawing only 150 watts.  The 175-watt mercury vapor lights were replaced by 70-

watt sodium lights.  Sodium lights were identifiable by the rosy glow they emitted.  (The Daily 

News, Batavia, N.Y., 2 February 1982) 

 

     Solar panels to heat living spaces were being erected around the Country during this decade.  

However, there were very few such applications in Batavia despite tax incentives available to 

homeowners. 

 

5: Communication 

 

     Cable television, which had been introduced in the last decade, was proving to be popular.  

By 1990, Genesee County Cablevision had 4,200 City homes tied into its system (Ruth M. 

McEvoy, History of the City of Batavia [Batavia, N.Y.: Hodgins Printing Co., 1993] p. 75). 

 

6: County and city boundaries 

 

     There were no changes in this decade. 

 

7: Government, governing structure 

 

     In July of 1990, about 30 County, City, and Town of Batavia officials gathered at a meeting in 

the Genesee County Industrial Development Agency offices.  The meeting, described as free-

wheeling, was called by the Agency in hopes of “encourag[ing] the orderly development of 

Batavia.”  The immediate situation prompting the meeting was a conflict between the Town 

and City regarding sewer and water infrastructure for a proposed truck stop north of the 

Thruway exchange.  In the course of the 90-minute session, the possibility of a metro 

government or merging the Town and City were among the ideas broached.  Nothing 

productive appears to have resulted from the meeting.  (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 6 July 

1990)  The truck stop never materialized. 
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8: Crime, crime control, law enforcement 

 

     In 1982, the police department acquired a police dog that went by the name, “Ringo.”  A 

dog, the department claimed, could in some cases do the work of three to four officers, 

particularly in tracking suspects.  The need for a dog was said to have been the result of a 

decrease in the size of the force compared to six or seven years earlier.   There were currently 

just 30 officers as opposed to 38 previously, a cut resulting from shrinking budgets.  (The Daily 

News, Batavia, N.Y., 25 May 1982)  Two years later, Ringo was joined by a second dog named, 

“Candor” (The Daily News, 25 August 1984). 

 

     In 1983, a Rape Crisis Service was inaugurated by Planned Parenthood (The Daily News, 

Batavia, N.Y., 1 April 1983). 

 

     Also in 1883, the County Legislature authorized a $28 million bond issue to pay for a 2-story 

addition and renovations to the County Jail at 10 West Main Street (The Daily News, Batavia, 

N.Y., 11 August 1983).  The expanded facility was completed in the Summer of 1985 (The Daily 

News, Batavia, N.Y., 8 February 1985). 

 

     In 1985, A domestic violence program was started through a grant application submitted by 

the Y.W.C.A.  The funding was provided by the New York State Department of Social Services.  

The program sought to provide emergency housing, peer counselors, and referral help for 

women and their children.  (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 25 September 1985) 

 

     During the mid-1980s, programs emerged that were designed to provide for alternatives to 

incarceration.  Generally, this entailed individuals who had committed crimes being required to 

perform community service instead of spending time in jail.  Dennis Wittman headed the 

programs in Genesee County.  (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 5 February 1986 and 1 April 1988) 

 

9: Retail establishments/other commercial enterprises 

 

     In 1986, Scott and Bean celebrated its 150th anniversary.  It was the oldest, continuously 

operated, business concern in the City.  (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 21 April 1986) 

 

10: Factories/industries 

 

     In 1981, the Rowell Box Company, by then located in the Industrial Park off Pearl Street, 

closed down its operations.  Mark IV Industries of Williamsville, owners of the company, had 
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earlier announced plans to sell the business, but no buyers had surfaced.  Equipment in the 

plant was sold piecemeal.  (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 3 January 1981) 

 

     Also in June of 1981, the former Doehler-Jarvis Company, more recently NL Industries, 

moved all office workers from Batavia to Tennessee.   In July, the Batavia plant was offered for 

sale, but there were no interested parties.  Then, in February of 1982, the remaining workforce 

was informed that the local plant would close at the end of the month.  (Ruth M. McEvoy, 

History of the City of Batavia [Hodgins Printing Co., 1993] p. 186) 

 

     The vacant NL Industries plant on Mill Street was donated to the City in 1985.  The City then 

transferred the title to the Industrial Development Committee (IDC).  $1.2 million in 

renovations that divided the building into seven tenant areas began in June 1986.  The IDC 

placed the resulting operation under the auspices of a new organization called, “The Genesee 

Center for Industry.” The primary purpose was to provide locations for start-up businesses and 

by 1987, there were already three such companies in place (The Daily News, 22 July 1987). 

 

11: Banking/financial services 

 

     As the mid-1980s approached, there were two credit unions that had been formed in 

Batavia.  They were the Educational Employees Federal Credit Union, the older of the two, and 

the Batavia Federal Credit Union.  In December of 1986, The Daily News reported that the two 

were merging to form the Tonawanda Valley Federal Credit Union (The Daily News, Batavia, 

N.Y., 18 December 1986).  

 

12: Education 

 

     In December of 1989, the Board of Education announced plans for a school on River Street 

(The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 6 December 1989).  Nearly a year later, it was revealed that the 

District had already purchased the proposed site at a cost of $180,000 (The Daily News, Batavia, 

N.Y., 8 November 1990).  Despite the Board’s plans and prior acquisition of the property, when 

the proposed elementary school went before voters in December of 1990, they turned it down 

(The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 12 December 1990).  The school was never built and eventually 

the land was sold. 

 

13: Religion 

 

     There were no significant developments during this decade. 
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14: Libraries/archives/museums 

 

     Personal computers began to become popular in the 1980s, but most people did not own 

one.  In 1984, the Richmond Memorial Library announced that it had one to loan (The Daily 

News, Batavia, N.Y., 3 April 1984). 

 

     As of early 1990, the Richmond Memorial Library had 81,000 books, 167 periodicals, 2,700 

recordings, and 470 video cassettes (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 22 February 1990).  As new 

technologies continued to appear, the composition of the Library’s collection continued to 

undergo change, as will be evident in later chapters. 

 

15: Cemeteries 

 

     There were no apparent developments of significance during this decade. 

 

16: Firefighting 

 

     In 1989, the Batavia Fire Department was staffed with 40 firefighters and a chief.  At least 

twenty-five percent of the force was on duty at all times.  (Ruth M. McEvoy, History of the City 

of Batavia [Batavia, N.Y.: Hodgins Printing Co., 1993] p. 19) 

 

17: Healthcare 

 

     As a means for providing terminally ill persons with hospice care, in 1984, a specially 

furnished suite was opened at the County Nursing Home (Ruth M. McEvoy, History of the City of 

Batavia [Batavia, N.Y.: Hodgins Printing Co., 1993] p. 84) 

 

     In 1985, Mercy Flight began a 24-hour per day helicopter ambulance service.  The aircraft 

flew out of the Buffalo area.   (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 19 October 1985) 

 

18: Care of the handicapped, aged, poor, and young 

 

     The YWCA opened a daycare center in 1985 on Brooklyn Avenue in the former elementary 

school (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 23 September 1985). 

 

     In 1987, the Rochester Center for Independent Living opened an office for the disabled at 61 

Swan Street in Batavia.  It was renamed, “Batavia Center for Independent Living.”  (Batavia City 
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Directory [Delaware, Ohio: Dickens Directories, Inc., 1991] p. 80).  Its goal was to teach coping 

skills that would allow disabled persons to achieve independence.  All sorts of disabilities were 

addressed.  The staff itself was made up of people with disabilities.  (The Daily News, Batavia, 

N.Y., 20 April 1987) 

19: Disasters 

 

     Late in February of 1984, a monster snow storm hit the area.  It was part of a system that 

affected much of the country from Texas to New England.  Nationally, 42 deaths were 

attributed to the storm.  In the Batavia area, the local motels were jammed with stranded 

travelers.  (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 29 February 1984) 

 

20: Entertainment and recreation 

 

     By the early 1980s, the City’s Greta Patterson pool, located in MacArthur Park, was badly 

deteriorated.  Attendance had also declined.  Consequently, in November of 1982, City Council 

considered closing down the pool.  (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 16 November 1982)  

However, it remained open for several more years. 

 

     Beginning in 1985, a tourism booth, staffed by volunteers, was placed in the Holland Land 

Office Museum parking lot (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 28 June 1985).  The booth proved to 

be a success.  For example, the next summer alone 11,666 tourists stopped to obtain 

information.  (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 9 September 1986)  

 

     In 1987, the P. W. Minor Company dedicated a park in memory of Joe Rosica, a long-term 

employee.  Named “Rosica Park,” it was located behind the plant in the Industrial Park on Pearl 

Street.  (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 10 June 1987) 

 

    The famed “log cabin” erected on the County fairgrounds in 1912 was relocated in 1987 to 

the fairgrounds on East Main Street Road.  It was originally built for the purpose of displaying 

exhibits of an historic nature.  Funds for its construction had come from money given by the 

widow of Charles Rand to the Holland Purchase Historic Society (HPHS).  The HPHS sold the 

cabin to the Agricultural Society in 1924.  Somewhere along the line, the cabin came into the 

possession of Batavia Downs.  After reportedly having been moved twice, it most recently had 

been located behind Tops Supermarket.  (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 27 October 1987) 

 

     In 1989, Off Track Betting built a parlor at the east end of Genesee Country Mall (The Daily 

News, Batavia, N.Y., 19 October 1989).  

 



1981-1990 
 

8 
 

21: War, impact of war 

 

     For the first time in 40 years, Batavians lived through a decade almost free of war.  Then, in 

1990, a brief, but intense war occurred in the Middle East.  Known as the “Gulf War,” it involved 

a retaliation by the United States and several other nations against Iraqi forces when the latter 

invaded Kuwait.   No residents of Genesee County lost their lives in the conflict. 

 

     In September of 1990, the grave of Major Philemon Tracy in the Batavia Cemetery received a 

bronze plaque during a ceremony commemorating Tracy’s service as a Confederate soldier in 

the Civil War.  He was a major in the 6th Georgia Infantry.   Philemon Tracy was born in Macon, 

Georgia on June 27, 1831.  He spent several summers in Batavia at the home of an uncle, Judge 

Phineus Tracy.  The younger Tracy graduated from Yale and then worked in Georgia as a lawyer 

and newspaper editor.  He also served as a state senator.  Following his death in the first battle 

at Antietam, his uncle had his body exhumed and shipped to Batavia for burial.  The body was 

dressed in a union uniform in order to assure its safe passage to Batavia.   The plaque for the 

grave was provided by the Veterans Administration.  (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 15 

September 1990) 

 

22: Families, persons of note 

 

     Arguably the Batavian who has done more than any other in recording Batava’s history was 

Ruth M. McEvoy.  She was Batavia’s appointed Historian from 1971 to 1985.   From 1962 to 

1971, she was also Director of the Richmond Memorial Library, a facility with a large local 

history collection.  In 1993, McEvoy published History of the City of Batavia, a book focusing on 

the years from 1915 to the early 1990s.  She also developed an index of history-related news 

articles that appeared in The Daily News from its inception in 1878 until 2001.  In 2003, Ruth 

McEvoy was named a “Fabulous Female” by the Y.W.C.A. 

 

23: Private clubs/social organizations/service organizations/non-profit 

groups providing services 

 

     The Optimist Club came to an end in 1982.  Harmon Houseknecht was the organization’s last 

President.  (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 12 October 1982) 

 

     The Viet-Nam Veterans of America, post no. 193, was organized in 1985.   Meetings were 

held in its headquarters located at 113 Main Street. (Ruth M. McEvoy, History of the City of 

Batavia [Batavia, N.Y.: Hodgins Printing Co., 1993] p. 148) 
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24: Sex/sexual services/sexual entertainment 

 

     There do not appear to have been any notable developments in this decade. 

 

25: Urban renewal 

 

     In June of 1981, City Council asked the State to end the Urban Renewal program in Batavia 

(The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 9 June 1981).  The Daily News, in August of 1981, reported that 

the subsequent closeout netted $344,000 for the City (The Daily News, Batavia, N.Y., 4 August 

1981).  With Urban Renewal ended, for better or for worse, the community now commenced to 

live with the results. 

 

 

       

      

 

 

 

 

 

 


