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     Larry Dana Barnes is the current historian for the City of Batavia, New York, a position 

mandated by State law.  Born on October 19, 1940 in Dansville, New York, he grew up in 

Jamestown.  He is a graduate of Jamestown High School, Jamestown Community College, 

Harpur College, State University of Iowa, and, most recently, Genesee Community College. 

 

     The author taught courses in psychology while serving on the faculty of Mohawk Valley 

Community College in Utica, New York from 1966 to 1968 and then at Genesee Community 

College from 1968 until his retirement in 2005.  After earning an associate’s degree from G.C.C., 

he also taught courses in industrial model-making. 

 

     Although formally educated primarily in the field of psychology, the author had a long-term 

interest in history prior to being appointed as the Batavia City Historian in 2008.  In addition to 

being the City Historian, he has served as President of the Landmark Society of Genesee 

County, is a member of the Batavia Historic Preservation Commission, and works as a volunteer 

in the Genesee County History Department.   He also belongs to the Genesee County Historians 

Association, Government Appointed Historians of Western New York, and the Association of 

Public Historians of New York State. 

 

     The author is married to Jerianne Louise Barnes, his wife of 50 years and a retired public 

school librarian who operated a genealogical research service prior to her retirement.  They are 

the parents of Diana Elizabeth Fox, assistant clinic coordinator and clinician for the Orleans 

County Mental Health Clinic in Albion, New York. 

 

     In addition to an interest in history, the author enjoys reading, writing, photography, 

bicycling, hiking, camping, and travel.  Among his travel destinations have been visits to the 

other Batavia communities in the United States—Batavia, Ohio; Batavia, Michigan; Batavia, 

Wisconsin; Batavia, Illinois; Batavia, Iowa; and Batavia, Arkansas. 


