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Future Decades 

 

 

     This chapter has two purposes.  One is to provide some speculations that may interest 

contemporaries of the author, i.e., those alive in 2015.  The other is to share those speculations 

with readers who may not be born yet and may be reading this book decades, perhaps even 

two centuries or more, into the future. 

 

     Did William Seaver, when he published A Historical Sketch of the Village of Batavia in 1849, 

have any anticipation of the fact that we would be interested in his writings today, 166 years 

later?  He gives no hint of that fact.  However, the author of the current book fully anticipates 

the likelihood that there may be Batavians in the year 2181 who will be reading this publication 

and find it of interest.  In fact, an effort is being made to place this book in places that will 

increase its chances of survival and discovery by such other persons “down the road.” 

 

     If readers 166 years from now peruse the predictions in this chapter, will they find them 

reasonably accurate, amazingly naïve, a reason for great amusement, or something else?  The 

author’s one major regret is that he cannot be alive and present to see for himself.  If you are a 

reader 166 years from now, you might want to visit the author’s plot in the historic Batavia 

Cemetery (it’s a little northeast of the Richmond Mausoleum) and share your reactions, 

although it seems unlikely that such an effort would be successful! 

 

     Predicting the future may be a fool’s journey.  Could William Seaver, who by all accounts was 

a highly intelligent, educated, and competent individual, have any sense of what Batavia would 

be like in 2015?  It seems improbable that he would have been so gifted.  However, 

speculations about the future are still fun to attempt; and so they will follow below.  May the 

reader find them interesting, if nothing else. 

 

A Past Prediction 

 

     Before we embark on predictions from the perspective of a 21st century Batavian, take note 

of the fact that a similar effort was made in 1897 by another local man who also sought to 

make  predictions for Batavia and its surroundings. That man was the Rev. Henry R. Fancher 

who delivered a talk titled, “The Future,” in an address to the Genesee County Pioneer 

Association on June 8, 1897.  (Genesee County Pioneer Association records, Richmond 
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Memorial Library, Batavia, N.Y.)  The following quote is from a newspaper account of Fancher’s 

speech, taken from an unidentified source, and pasted into the Association’s records. 

 

     “Mr. Fancher said he could imagine driving out of a town like Batavia in the twentieth 

century over roads that were perfect and alongside which ran car tracks, over which both 

passengers and farm products were conveyed.  He could see beautiful farm homes, set far 

more closely together than at present and surrounded with fine grounds.  No farm would be 

more than three miles from a village and there would be no schoolhouses in the country.  All of 

them would be located in villages.  He imaged stopping at one of these farm homes and finding 

the farmer and his family just preparing to leave on a little pleasure trip in a flying machine.  He 

would accompany them and on returning would be invited to remain to dinner.  The housewife 

would have the meal prepared within a few minutes and without any of the fret and worry 

accompanying meal-getting at present.  All of the cooking would be done by electricity.  After 

dinner there would be no dish-washing by hand at least.  The dishes would be placed in a large 

receptacle, as is done in the large hotels today, and would be cleansed and dried by machinery.  

 

     “If it was desired to take a trip to New York, the traveler might be hypnotized, placed in a 

pneumatic tube and shot to the metropolis, making the trip in 17 minutes.  Or he might make 

the trip on the Central whizzer, a train that was dawn not by steam or electricity, but propelled 

120 miles an hour by the motive power now embodied by Keeley’s idea, which by that time, the 

speaker thought, would be successfully worked out.  The visitor would find no such din in the 

city as at present, noise being almost entirely done away with, and in the big stores he would 

not have to walk about, but would simply step on a moving platform that would carry him to 

whatever point he wished to go to. By that time, the speaker expected, all disease caused by 

germs would be banished, there would be a vast improvement in social conditions.  Christianity 

would have made its way to all parts of the world and wars would have ceased.” 

 

     In a sense, the Rev. Fancher “set the bar” for judging the author’s predictions that follow.  He 

was on the mark in anticipating microwave cooking, home dish-washers, central schools, and 

paved highways.  He wasn’t terribly far off in anticipating private aircraft (some local farmers 

have their own) or moving sidewalks (occasionally found in places such as airport terminals).  

While unfortunately Fancher was way too optimistic in his expectation that all diseases caused 

by “germs” would disappear, he did anticipate the great advances stemming from the discovery 

of antibiotics.  On the other hand, being hypnotized and then shot to New York City on a 17-

minute trip inside a pneumatic tube has only come true if one forgets the part about hypnosis 

and accepts a 60-minute ride in a passenger jet as a near-enough substitute.  And, of course, 

contrary to the good reverend’s expectations, the din in cities has only gotten worse and wars 

show no sign of disappearing.  Will the author’s predictions that follow be any better or worse? 
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Scope of the Predictions 

 

     Several “futurists” in 2015 have suggested scenarios for the United States as a whole that are 

so dramatic and catastrophic in nature that they pretty much preclude an ability to predict the 

specific implications for Batavia.    Should they occur, “all bets would be off” as to what might 

follow for our part of the world.   Consequently, this chapter only acknowledges their possibility 

and then moves on to the hopeful assumption that the general conditions that existed in 1801 

and continue to exist in 2015 will be present in 2181 as well. 

 

     Among the possible dramatic and catastrophic scenarios which could occur, but the author 

chooses to set aside, are the following: 

 

1. Climate change occurs to such a degree that life as we know it cannot continue. 

2. A nuclear or biological attack, by terrorists or a nation state, results in wide-spread 

severe and deadly consequences for life in Genesee County. 

3. The earth is struck by a large meteor destroying the area of impact and elsewhere 

dramatically altering the climate, weather patterns, and other aspects of the 

environment that make survival difficult or nearly impossible. 

4. A disease appears against which there are inadequate defenses and a massive loss 

of life results. 

      

     Assuming that none of the above scenarios or anything like them comes to pass, what might 

life be like for Batavians in 2181?  One way of answering this question is to take each of the 

subject areas in the preceding chapters and attempt to draw conclusions by extrapolating from 

what has occurred in the last 214 years.  In doing this, it will be necessary to take into 

consideration what has driven those changes and what natural limitations may be imposed on 

them in the future. 

 

Overview: Population 

 

     The population of Batavia has never reached 20,000.   It peaked about 50 years ago before 

undergoing a slow decline since then.  During no period has there been a really dramatic 

growth.  The factors contributing to this over-all pattern appear to be two-fold.  One is the 

absence of a location that encourages major growth such as one being on the Great Lakes 

(think Buffalo), on the seacoast (think New York City), or on a major navigable river (think 

Albany).  The other factor is that the area’s major natural resource is the surrounding 

agricultural land, a resource that is incompatible with population growth, particularly as the 
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world-wide demand for food continues to grow.  Given these factors, it seems safe to predict 

that Batavia will continue to be a small community into the foreseeable future. 

 

     The make-up of Batavia’s population has changed over the last 166 years.  It has become 

somewhat  more diverse in both ethnic and racial composition.  This change has, in part, been a 

reflection of greater diversity in the United States as a whole.  Given evidence that the national 

trend will continue, it seems likely that the population make-up of Batavia will also continue to 

become more diverse.  If local trends match national, it is likely that “white” Batavians, who 

have historically made up the great majority of the residents, will cease to be such a large 

proportion, and, conceivably, might become a minority eventually.  

 

Infrastructure 

 

     During the last 214 years, the most significant change in the infrastructure of the community 

has been the development of a municipal water supply, the construction of a sewer system and 

sewage treatment facility, the illumination of city streets and other public areas, and 

municipally controlled and mandated collection and disposal of trash and garbage in an 

environmentally sensitive manner.  Since the needs which these developments addressed have 

largely been met, it seems as if changes in these areas are unlikely beyond refinement of the 

processes.  One such refinement is likely to be greater attention to recycling electronic products 

as these become increasingly common.  

 

     Over the years, streets, once established, have generally remained in place and been 

modified mainly through widening and paving.  From time to time, there has been discussion of 

constructing a by-pass to relieve congestion in the center of Batavia; and if there are any 

significant changes in the street system over the next 166 years, that would seem to be the 

most likely possibility. 

 

     When Batavia was a young community, people necessarily walked everywhere; and one of 

the earliest actions of the village government addressed the construction and maintenance of 

sidewalks.  Following W.W. 2, walking took a “back seat” to travel by motor vehicles; and many 

of the streets constructed in the next few decades had no sidewalks.  In recent years, there has 

been a growing recognition that communities should be “walkable.”  It seems likely that this 

current perspective will continue and, in the years ahead, an effort will be made to provide 

sidewalks where now there is none. 
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Transportation 

 

     During the last 214 years, there have been dramatic changes in the modes of transportation 

available to Batavians.  Perhaps the most dramatic of these has been travel via aircraft.  The 

next most dramatic, but arguably the one which has had the greatest impact on the average 

person, has been the development of the motor vehicle.  Nearly as dramatic among the 

advances in travel has been the appearance of railroads.  In all three instances, these advances 

have produced great increases in the speed with which travel is accomplished.  However, motor 

vehicles, in addition to the greater speed of travel which they make possible, have had an 

especially profound effect through the greater independence and mobility they provide for the 

average person.  

 

     Regarding the matter of speed, there do not seem to be any foreseeable technological 

advances that could produce further increases in speed of travel that would approach the 20- 

to 100-fold increases over horse-drawn conveyances that resulted from the invention of motor 

vehicles, trains, or aircraft.  Increases in speed seem likely to be marginal with some sort of 

high-speed rail the most promising in this regard. 

 

     For the average person, despite whimsical notions that appeared more than 60 years ago, 

travel by personal vehicles that amount to motor vehicle/helicopter hybrids appears unlikely.  

Given the logistics required to coordinate the movement of aircraft, it seems probable that air 

travel will remain largely in the realm of mass transportation. 

 

     When it comes to transportation by rail, the railroads greatest contribution has been in the 

transport of raw materials and finished products.  There does not appear to be anything 

imaginable “down the road” that could exceed the energy efficiency of railroads, so it seems 

likely that they will continue to play a major role.   

 

     The appeal of the personal motor vehicle due to the independence and flexibility it provides 

is likely to be enhanced by technological developments now under development.  Currently, 

there is an effort to design and build automobiles that can drive themselves.  If this proves 

successful, and there seem to be no technological barriers to prevent success, it seems likely 

that transportation by personal motor vehicles will become even more popular and 

commonplace.  Vehicles that can drive themselves would allow the young, the elderly, and the 

infirm to travel in ways not now possible.  That, in turn, would produce more independence for 

all persons and, for the elderly, a greater ability to “age in place.”  So, by 2181, Batavians seem 

even more likely than now to own and operate motor vehicles. 
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     There is one final though regarding the future of transportation.  At this point, there are 

limited instances where motor vehicle operators can drive their cars to a railroad station, have 

their vehicles transported by a train while they ride in a rail passenger car, and then retrieve 

their personal vehicles at a destination point.  Especially with the development of high speed 

trains and motor vehicles that can drive themselves, it is possible to imagine an expansion of 

this arrangement to the point that it would offer a viable option to the current practice of flying 

to a destination and then renting a motor vehicle. 

 

Housing 

 

     There have been several changes in the nature of Batavia’s housing during the last 214 years.  

Most notably among these has been: 

 

1. A shift away from owner-occupied dwellings toward greater numbers of rental 

properties, the latter often created from single-family homes that have been divided 

into multiple apartments. 

2. The disappearance of mansions. 

3. The appearance of structures built specifically as apartment houses. 

4. The development of housing specifically designed to serve the elderly and/or low-

income residents. 

5. In terms of housing for transients, a shift from hotels to motels, both large and 

small. 

 

     These changes appear to be the product of several factors including: 

 

1. A reduction in family size. 

2. An increase in the number of elderly residents. 

3. A decrease in the number of generations living in the same household. 

4. An increase in single-parent households. 

5. The dispersal of housing into outlying areas. 

6. The disappearance of extremely wealthy families. 

7. Social policies that encourage the purchase of rental properties by absentee 

landlords, the latter often living out of the area. 

8. Immigration from the inner-city areas of Buffalo and Rochester. 

 

     Many if not most of these factors seem likely to remain in place since they frequently have 

been driven by developments that are not likely to disappear, e.g., advances in medical care, 

the advent of effective conception control, the improved status of women, and the availability 
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of the automobile.  So, as Batavia’s housing stock ages and/or is replaced, it seems likely that 

the current conditions will remain descriptive of housing in 2181. 

 

Energy sources 

 

     Between 1801 and 2015, the primary energy sources utilized by Batavians evolved from 

burning wood and using water power generated by the Tonawanda Creek to electricity 

produced from a variety of sources, natural gas, and petroleum products such as gasoline, fuel 

oil, and diesel fuel.  Use of petroleum products, and to a lesser extent, natural gas, poses two 

problems.  First, the supply is presumably finite.  And, second, a by-product of their combustion 

is carbon dioxide, a substance that in large amounts has the potential to cause undesirable 

climate change. 

 

     Electricity is most often generated by burning coal or natural gas.  Coal, like natural gas, is a 

finite resource, but more important, the by-products of its combination include not only carbon 

dioxide, but other substances that are environmentally harmful.  So, continued use of electricity 

as it is most commonly generated also poses a challenge. 

 

     It seems likely that over the next 166 years, there will be mounting pressure to shift to 

energy sources that are both renewable and environmentally benign.  At this point, the most 

likely sources appear to involve electricity generated by water power (probably already 

maximized), wind power, and solar power.  The big stumbling block is a storage system superior 

to the rather primitive batteries now in existence.  Assuming that this obstacle can be 

surmounted, it appears likely that Batavians in 2181 will use electricity as the dominant energy 

source for both their homes and their vehicles, particularly since the technology for the 

application of electricity is already well advanced.  In the case of supplying heat and air 

conditioning for homes, the electricity may be used most efficiently by powering heat pumps 

tied into a geothermal source, at least one example already having been successfully employed 

in our area. 

 

Communication 

 

     The changes in the methods of communication during the last 214 years have been nothing 

short of revolutionary.  One need not go back two centuries, but just consider the last 30 years 

to make the same statement.  The invention of the telegraph, telephones, cameras, radios, 

television, photocopiers, satellites, computers scanners, the internet, and, most recently, a 

myriad number of “mobile devices” would be absolutely astounding and probably, for the most 

part, unimaginable, to Batavians alive in 1801.  This should give us pause as we try to imagine 
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the future.  However, it is helpful to note that underlying these developments are just two basic 

outcomes: nearly instantaneous communication at a distance and an expansion of access to 

information.  Note that the latter involves two dimensions—the number of people with access 

and the amount of information that is accessible. 

 

     For example, in 1801, if one wanted to convey to someone in Philadelphia what the 

Tonawanda Creek looked like at the bend, it was necessary to write a description on a piece of 

paper, perhaps accompanied by a sketch, and then send it via someone on foot or horseback, in 

either case a journey of many days at best.  In 2015, if one wants to convey the same 

information, it is only necessary to photograph the location with a cell phone camera and send 

it via the internet, a process requiring only a few seconds. 

 

     In 1801, if one wanted to know who was buried in a particular cemetery in Philadelphia, it 

would be necessary to find someone who knew the proper individual to contact, not necessarily 

an easy task in itself, write that person, hope the individual would be disposed to reply, and 

then wait several weeks for a response.  In 2015, the desired information can be obtained by 

anyone with internet access simply by conducting a web search for a website listing burials at 

the cemetery in question.  The process might take only a few minutes and can readily be 

expanded to include burials in other cemeteries as well. 

 

     Considering the outcomes produced by the revolution in communication, nearly 

instantaneous communication at a distance and a huge expansion of access to information, 

what might the future look like in 2181?   Perhaps displaying a remarkable poverty of 

imagination, it is difficult for the author to foresee a future revolution in communication that in 

166 years could come close to that which has now occurred.   

 

     In regards to speed and distance, it is now possible to communicate nearly instantaneously 

to any place on earth.  How can one improve on that other than by some refinement of the 

technology?   

 

     What about the expansion of access?  Among Batavians, the use of the internet and mobile 

devices has become practically ubiquitous, at least among the upcoming generation of 

residents.  How can access be further expanded within this dimension?  Digitizing and posting 

all kinds of information has been proceeding at an amazing pace so that an ever-growing array 

of things is now online ranging from old newspapers, to current periodicals, to medical 

information, to current weather conditions, to satellite views of the earth, to the campsites 

available at a particular campground, to miscellaneous records of all sorts, just for a starter.  
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How can access in this second dimension increase other than just by the sheer volume of 

information that is posted?  

 

     This may be an example of where the reader in 2181 will be especially amused, but it seems 

as if the world of communication will have a form and scope 166 years from now that would 

not be altogether foreign to someone alive in 2015.  

 

County, village, city boundaries 

 

     Since 1801, the size of the Town of Batavia and the size of Genesee County have both shrunk 

as new townships and new counties were formed.  This process, which was largely driven by 

population growth and settlement of “undeveloped land,” in general ended more than a 

century ago and no further changes seem likely beyond a possible reconfiguration of the 

boundaries between the City of Batavia and the Town of Batavia. 

 

     In the last 40 years, the locus of retail activity in the area has largely shifted from the center 

of the City of Batavia to the outlying area immediately west and north of the city in the Town of 

Batavia.  This “bleeding” of the City into the Town has resulted in an arbitrary and pointless 

political boundary running through the City and Town, a boundary generally ignored by most 

residents and even unknown to many.  A logical course of events would be for the City to annex 

this area of retail development in the Town. 

 

     In the distant past, as the Village, later the City, expanded into the Town, the community’s 

boundaries were enlarged through the process of annexation.  This seems to have ended when 

growth involved the locus of retail activity transitioning out of the center of the City.  In fact, 

the last expansion of City boundaries, incorporating a newly developed retail plaza to the west 

of the City in the 1970s, occurred only after the Town failed in the legal proceedings it had 

brought against the annexation.  The motivation for the Town’s opposition to the annexation of 

this retail development appears to have stemmed from a desire to keep the tax revenue such 

property generates. 

 

     Over the last several decades, most recently in 2012, there have been multiple occasions 

when reconfiguring the boundaries between the City and Town has come under discussion.  

However, such talk has gone nowhere, even when the State of New York has offered financial 

incentives.  This failure appears to be the result of two factors in particular: political forces that 

resist change and a desire of the Town to maintain inequities in property tax rates.  

Unfortunately, this has led to an unnecessary duplication of services and/or an illogical 

assignment of services.  For example, the retail development west and north of the City is 
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served by a volunteer fire department while the City is served by a separate full-time, paid fire 

department.  Law enforcement in the retail development west and north of the City is provided 

by the Genesee County Sheriff’s Department while the City receives protection from its full-

time, paid police department. 

 

     If there should be boundary changes by 2181, they would most likely involve an expansion of 

the City to include the retail development to the immediate west and north.  However, under 

existing State rules governing annexation, both the City and the Town must approve of the 

change.  That seems unlikely to happen in the foreseeable future, so, although the author 

wishes it were not so, it appears that the Town and City will remain locked into their current 

configurations. 

 

Government/governing structure 

 

     Batavia has had several forms of governing structure, especially after it was incorporated.  

Initially, there were trustees, elected at large, who in turn elected a president.  Next there were 

aldermen (later termed “councilmen”), elected within wards, led by a mayor elected at large.  

Finally, for the last 57 years, there has been a city council composed of councilmen elected 

from wards, three councilmen elected at large, a council president chosen by the council from 

the at-large members, and an appointed city manager.  With the advent of aldermen elected 

from wards, candidates for village or city leadership began running on party tickets. 

 

     An effort in the early 1900s to establish a non-partisan city government, combined with an 

effort to eliminate wards, failed to gain sufficient support.  Since the middle of the 20th century, 

the major issue involving city leadership has been whether to have a mayor or to employ a city 

manager. 

 

     Both socially and politically, Batavia has been a relatively conservative community.  There do 

not seem to be any foreseeable events that would change this situation.  Therefore, it seems 

probable that city government will remain largely structured as it is now with the possible 

exception of a return to a mayor form of government. 

 

Crime/crime control/law enforcement 

 

     During the past 214 years, crime has generally not been a significant concern in Batavia.  

There have been some relatively brief exceptions to this characterization such as an outbreak of 

arson by a group of volunteer firemen in the 1860s and some underworld-inspired bombings 
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and shootings between the world wars, but they are mainly notable because they are 

exceptions to the rule. 

 

     If Batavia remains a relatively small community as predicted, and particularly with a growing 

number of elderly residents, it seems unlikely that crime will become a major problem.  

Consequently, crime control efforts and law enforcement are likely to remain unchanged 

beyond surveillance and detection advances that new technology may provide. 

 

   A possible exception to this expectation could be driven by immigration from the inner city 

areas of Rochester and Buffalo.  Those areas of these two cities have long experienced 

relatively high crime rates, particularly instances of one-on-one violence.  As of 2015, there are 

signs that crime of this sort may be immigrating to Batavia along with the residents of its inner 

city neighbors. 

 

Retail establishments/other commercial enterprises 

 

     It has already been noted that the center of retail activity has shifted from the center of the 

City to the areas immediately west and north in the Town of Batavia.  The construction of the 

mall in downtown Batavia in the 1970s failed to prevent this shift and in some ways may have 

perversely encouraged its occurrence.  Beyond this development, over the years between 1801 

and 2015, the most dramatic changes have been two-fold.  First, if we include both the City and 

the Town, retail establishments have moved from being exclusively locally-owned to commonly 

being part of national or regional chains.  Second, the sheer physical size of each establishment 

has typically increased greatly. 

 

     The changes that have occurred in Batavia are representative of those that have occurred 

across the country.  The economies of scale and the marketing strategy of national and regional 

businesses have made it difficult for small, locally-owned businesses to compete unless they 

serve some specific niche market.  Presuming that nothing occurs to change these realities, it 

would appear that what has already happened in Batavia is a picture of the future. 

 

Factories/industries 

 

     Batavia did not begin as an industrial community.  It became one during the second half of 

the 1800s and the early 1900s largely because of the railroads that came to our community.  

Then, the Great Depression and the movement of industry to the South and overseas helped to 

end the “golden age” of manufacturing in Batavia.   

 



Post 2015 
 

12 

 

     Manufacturing concerns continue to exist in Batavia.  The Harvester Industrial Center has 

been particularly successful as an “incubator” for start-up companies.  But the huge plants that 

the railroads brought to Batavia are gone and there appears to be no reason for them to 

reappear.  Future manufacturing concerns are likely to be relatively small and probably far 

different from the “smokestack” companies of the past. 

 

     What Batavians may come to see are factories producing new products in novel ways such as 

through 3-D printing, a process just beginning to appear.  Judging from national trends, the 

companies that seem most likely to be present in Batavia’s future are those that require a well-

educated, highly-trained workforce.  Batavia’s public schools, Genesee Community College, and 

the programs of the Genesee Valley Educational Partnership (formerly BOCES) seem to be 

increasingly focused on producing such a workforce; and to the extent they are successful, 

factories and other industry will probably remain an important part of Batavia’s economy in the 

year 2181. 

 

Banking/financial services 

 

     In the beginning, Batavia was without a bank or any other financial services for nearly 30 

years.  When a bank finally did appear, it was locally owned.   Eventually other locally-owned 

banks appeared followed later by branches of larger operations headquartered elsewhere.  

Finally, credit unions came into existence.  Initially, all such institutions were only places where 

money could be deposited, for safe-keeping and to earn interest, or loans could be obtained for 

financing various ventures, usually major purchases such as a vehicle, home, or business.  More 

recently, credit and debit cards have also become available through these institutions for 

purchasing everyday items of lesser cost. 

 

     In addition to banks and credit unions, other businesses have appeared in Batavia to serve as 

brokers for the purchase and sale of stocks and bonds.  Nearly always, these operations have 

been branches of companies of regional or national scope and headquartered elsewhere. 

 

     Banks, credit unions, and financial service operations are highly regulated at both the state 

and federal level.  This strongly controls what they can and cannot do.  Barring major changes in 

such regulations, it does not appear that businesses of this sort are likely to undergo significant 

changes in Batavia beyond refinements such as appeared with the advent of 24-hour 

automated teller machines, banking by mail, and internet access. 
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Education 

 

     Batavia’s educational practices have been marked by several changes since 1801.  One of 

these was the expanding of the role of public schools to include secondary as well as primary 

education.  Another has been the virtual disappearance of non-sectarian private schools and a 

fairly recent diminished role of parochial education, the latter peaking in mid-20th century.   A 

third development, resulting from the founding of Genesee Community College 40-plus years 

ago, has been the creation of local access to post-secondary higher education.   One final 

development has been the emergence of instruction specifically directed towards preparation 

for employment, as a successor to apprenticeships, e.g., the courses offered by Genesee Valley 

Educational Partnership (formerly BOCES).  Most of these changes have been a reflection of the 

increasing levels of education necessary to fully participate in modern society.  The need to 

standardize and accredit instruction and the increasing cost of education have also played roles 

in these changes. 

 

     As with banks, credit unions, and financial service operations, educational institutions are 

highly regulated by both the federal and state governments.  Therefore, as within the financial 

industry, significant changes are unlikely to appear without extensive deliberation.  Such major 

changes seem to occur both slowly and infrequently.   

 

     From all appearances, the educational services provided to Batavians in grades K-12 are 

likely to remain mainly the providence of the public school system and Genesee Valley 

Educational Partnership.  Given their cost-saving advantage and ease of access, post-secondary 

offerings through Genesee Community College seem likely to grow, particularly in view of an 

ever higher level of education being required of employees.  To the extent that changes occur, 

they would seem most likely to be those that will be driven by technological innovations 

directly affecting the delivery of instruction.  A current example is the emergence of “distance 

learning” made possible by the inventions of the computer and internet.  Historically, the field 

of teaching has been very resistant to substantial change and it would be surprising if 

instruction is handled a whole lot differently in 2181 than in 2015. 

 

Religion 

 

     Many of the earliest Batavians appear to have been agnostics or atheists.  James Brisbane 

especially comes to mind.  There was a library in Batavia before there was a church.  However, 

once churches began to appear, they assumed a significant place in the community.  A 

particularly good example is St. James Episcopal Church which, in the earlier years, seemed to 

be the church of choice for Batavia’s elite. 
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     Initially, religion in Batavia was solely a Protestant enterprise.  The appearance of a Catholic 

church was several decades in coming.  Eventually the latter was joined by two Jewish 

congregations.  Over all, diversity of religious belief has not been Batavia’s strong suite.  For 

example, the Universalist Church that was established in the early 1900s was short-lived. 

 

     In recent years, many of the older, established churches have experienced a decline in 

membership, both Protestant and Catholic.  As noted elsewhere in this chapter, the population 

is becoming more ethnically and racially diverse.  Nationally, and Batavia would not seem 

immune to this trend, increasing numbers of people are choosing “none-of-the-above” when 

asked to identify their religious association.  This latter trend may be partially a result of 

increasing levels of education combined with greater awareness of other cultures.  Therefore, it 

may be a long term trend.  All of these things suggest that by 2181, the religious persuasions of 

Batavians may be more diverse and perhaps more unconventional than now evident.  However, 

nothing indicates that Batavia will become a hotbed of radical belief. 

 

Librarians/archives/museums 

 

     Batavia has had a library on and off, mostly on, since 1804.  The main building of the current 

library, the Richmond Memorial Library, was erected in 1889.  In 1894, the Holland Land Office 

Museum was established.  Then, in 1977, the Genesee County History Department’s Research 

Library came into being.  While each of these places has materials relating to the City of 

Batavia, the community itself has never had its own museum.  That is in contrast to other 

communities in the County such as Bergen, Byron, Elba, Oakfield, Alexander, LeRoy and 

Stafford, all of which have their own dedicated facility.  Perhaps after 380 years, Batavia will 

finally establish a place to house its own history.  However, that will, in part, require residents 

to recognize that the Holland Land Office Museum is not the City’s museum, but instead a 

museum for all of The Purchase, i.e., most of western New York.  Given past experience, such a 

realization may be difficult to achieve. 

 

Cemeteries 

 

     Residents of Batavia are served by the Batavia, Elmwood, St. Joseph, and Grandview 

cemeteries.  Eventually, these places will run out of space and an additional burial ground will 

be required.  However, that by itself does not seem likely before 2181, particularly if cremation 

continues to grow in popularity.  On the other hand, so-called “green” cemeteries employing 

“natural burial” are attracting some interest in many communities.  Such a facility may appear 

in the immediate area, adding to local options for interment. 
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Firefighting 

 

     Fire fighting in Batavia began with bucket brigades that sprang up among residents when a 

fire broke out.  After incorporation as a village, volunteer fire fighters were organized and 

primitive fire-fighting equipment purchased.  Eventually, after incorporation as a city, a fire 

department originally composed of both volunteers and paid firemen was established.  

Currently, a fully-paid fire department with several pieces of modern equipment serves Batavia, 

backed up by a mutual aid arrangement involving surrounding volunteer fire departments.  

Beginning in 1870, the first fire hydrants appeared.  Later, alarm boxes, now no longer in 

existence, were placed at various locations.  With the advent of the 9-1-1 emergency telephone 

system, contact with the fire department has became possible in literally a matter of seconds. 

 

     Looking ahead, two possible developments seem likely given their life-saving and property-

preserving potential.  One is a mandated sprinkler system in new residential construction.  The 

other is mandated fire detection devices, connected to the fire department, in both new and 

existing residences.  Beyond these two developments, it would seem that fire fighting will 

continue pretty much unchanged except for further improvements in equipment and 

technique. 

 

Healthcare 

 

     In the early 1800s, healthcare in Batavia was limited to the primitive ministrations of 

individual physicians.  It wasn’t until 1901 that the community had a permanent public hospital.  

Public hospital facilities then grew from one to two to three and then back to two until, in 1999, 

they became a single institution, again.  The size of Batavia’s population has never required 

more than one hospital; and the existence of more than one was due to political, social, and 

religious factors, not medical need.  A need for just one hospital, given the prediction that 

Batavia will remain a small community, should remain unchanged.  To the extent that hospital 

care does change, it will likely be in the form of partnerships that Batavia’s hospital may 

establish with other institutions as a means for dealing with increasingly more expensive and 

complex medical care.  Indeed, such partnerships are currently being developed. 

 

     The healthcare itself, driven by the increasingly higher costs it requires, seems likely to focus 

more than now on preventative practices.  And, given the increasing number of elderly 

residents that are expected, more attention may be given to appropriate end-of-life care, 

particularly to the inappropriateness of current care that attempts to prolong life at all cost. 
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     Unless means of preventing aging and death are discovered in the next 166 years, both of 

which seem unlikely, given the current focus of medical research the major medical advances 

by 2181 most likely will be in the area of preventing and/or treating the greatest scourge we 

now face—cancer in all its various forms. 

 

Care of the handicapped, aged, poor, and young 

 

     In early Batavia, the care of the handicapped, aged, poor, and young was mainly the 

responsibility of their families.  This was soon supplemented by the work of poor masters and, 

not long after, the erection of poor houses.  Neither proved very satisfactory.  Today, we have 

local, state, and federal programs and services attempting to address these same problems 

and, again, with mixed results.  With smaller families and greater numbers of the elderly, there 

will probably be even greater pressure to find more satisfactory ways of addressing the needs 

of the individuals in question. 

 

     Perhaps one approach to partially meeting these needs will be the creation of multi-

generational households formed among unrelated individuals, something very roughly akin to 

communes.  Whether Batavians, who have historically been politically and socially conservative, 

might be persuaded to attempt such a thing is an open question.  It’s a good bet that residents 

in Batavia in 2181 will still be struggling with the care of the handicapped, aged, poor, and 

young. 

 

Disasters 

 

     Based on the history of Batavia, the most probable future disaster is widespread flooding.  

Some steps have been taken to mitigate such an event, but it’s not clear that enough has been 

done.  By 2181, the answer to that question will likely be known. 

 

     Former disasters involving fire seem to have been adequately addressed by modern fire-

fighting equipment and mutual aid arrangements.  The enactment of modern building codes 

has helped, as well.  It seems unlikely that Batavians will again witness raging fires that destroy 

significant areas of the community. 

 

     The remaining possible disaster would seem to be a direct hit by a tornado.  However, past 

tornadoes, in this part of the nation, have not been of a magnitude that causes great loss of life 

and property.  Therefore, a direct hit by a major tornado that might destroy a significant part of 

the City seems unlikely in the foreseeable future. 
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     It seems relatively safe to predict that in 2181 Batavia will have come through the previous 

166 years relatively unscathed by disaster.  

 

Entertainment and recreation 

 

     The forms of traditional entertainment and recreation, .e.g., sports, music, drama, art, 

outdoor activities in general, have been enjoyed by humans for eons.  While technological 

advances have produced additional forms of entertainment and recreation in the last 30 years 

such as video games or geo-caching,  the needs that drive all of the preceding activities, such as 

a need for social activity, stimulation and individual expression, should not change in the next 

166 years any more than they have in the past 214.   So we should expect to find little change in 

entertainment and recreational pursuits of future Batavians beyond those which new 

technologies may introduce. 

 

War/impact of war 

 

     Unable to predict what wars may occur over the next 166 years, it’s impossible to predict 

how they may affect Batavians in 2181. 

 

Families/persons of note 

 

     No doubt, there will continue to be Batavians who are note-worthy, just as there have been 

in the last two centuries.  However, since most may not even be born yet, it’s impossible to 

predict who they will be. 

 

Private clubs/social organizations/service organizations/ 

non-profit groups providing services 

 

     There have been many such groups over the last 214 years.  Most of them have appeared 

and then disappeared, e.g., the Batavia Club, the Ware Class of the Presbyterian Church, and 

the Elks Club.  There is no reason to expect this type of cycle to disappear.  It is likely that this 

pattern will continue to repeat itself since that seems to be an inherent part of human 

experience. 

Sex/sexual services/sexual entertainment 

 

     Sexual mores show evidence of running in cycles with alternating periods of liberality and 

conservatism.  Batavians saw houses of prostitution emerge in the late 1880s and then 
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disappear in the mid-1900s.  Topless entertainment appeared in the 1970s, but now is gone, at 

least locally.  According to one school of thought, the practice of liberalism sows the seeds for 

conservatism and vice versa.  If this is so, such cycles are likely to continue.  Where matters 

stand in 2181 may be mainly a matter of timing. 

 

Urban renewal 

 

     Batavia’s one experience with planned urban renewal on a grand scale was a federally-

funded effort that spanned a decade beginning in the mid-1960s.  It has almost universally been 

regarded as a mistake.  If later generations benefit from that experience, Batavia is unlikely to 

again undertake such a venture in the foreseeable future.  However, one product of the urban 

renewal effort of 50 years ago, the failed retail mall in the very center of the city, will have to be 

addressed eventually if only because it seemingly cannot remain forever under-used and in 

poor repair.  If Batavia is to see major new construction in the downtown area by 2181, this is 

likely where it will be.  Good luck to you all!  May you be more successful! 

 

Summary 

 

     It should be quite evident from reading the preceding predictions that the author does not 

foresee far-reaching, dramatic changes in Batavia in the foreseeable future.  Perhaps others, 

working from the same facts, would predict otherwise.  Therefore, it is the author’s intentions, 

once this book is available for circulation, to convene small-group discussions for the purpose of 

exploring the issue further.  Should this come to pass, an addendum with the results of these 

discussions will be added to future editions. 

 

      

 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 


