WHO WAS TRUMBULL CARY?
1. Trumbull Cary was born in 1787 in Mansfield, Connecticut.

2. He came to Batavia in 1805 as an 18-year-old, probably with the encouragement of his brother, Ebenezer, who had surveyed the area with Joseph Ellicott and was already here.

3. Early on, Trumbull worked as a clerk for James Brisbane, owner of the first store in the community.  He later clerked for his brother.  Eventually, he established his own mercantile business.  As time passed, Trumbull Cary became one of the three wealthiest men among early Batavians.

4. Trumbull Cary played many important roles in the development of Batavia.
a. He was an early postmaster.

b. In the War of 1812, Trumbull served as an adjutant.

c. In 1815, he played an important role in establishing the St. James Episcopal Church and served as both a vestryman and warden.

d. In 1822, Trumbull was one of three persons appointed to petition the State Legislature for incorporation of the Village of Batavia.

e. When Batavia was incorporated in 1823, he became the first treasurer.

f. Trumbull Cary represented the area in the New York State Assembly beginning in 1828 and in the New York State Senate beginning in 1830.

g. In 1829, he helped finance the creation of the first bank west of the Genesee River, the Bank of Genesee; he was the largest stock holder and became the bank’s first president, serving 11 years.
h. In 1833, he helped finance the Tonawanda Railroad, the first railroad to serve Batavia.

i.  Trumbull Cary served as a New York State bank commission from 1840 to 1843.

j. In 1843, Trumbull Cary was one of the individuals who established the Batavia Lyceum, an institution which furnished reading rooms, provided lectures, and otherwise sought to improve the culture of the community.

k. During the Civil War, he solicited subscriptions to a fund for supporting those who had enlisted in the Union’s cause.

5.  Trumbull Cary married a sister of James Brisbane, Margaret.  They married in 1817.  Reportedly, it was a long courtship in which Margaret eventually agreed to marry Trumbull predicated on his building her the finest mansion in Batavia.

6. Trumbull and Margaret had one child who survived to adulthood, a son named Walter.
7. Margaret died in 1863 and Trumbull six years later in 1869.  Both are buried in the Batavia Cemetery on Harvester Avenue. 
